College of Visual
& Performing Arts

From: Dr. Andrew Zhou, Assistant Teaching Professor, Music Theory and Composition
108A Setnor School of Music
Syracuse University

Re: Teaching Evaluation

I am delighted to provide this teaching evaluation for Rolando Gomez, based on work throughout
this academic year as well as on the sample teaching video. Rolando is the teaching assistant for my
courses, Theory & Musicianship III and IV, the core sophomore theory course for all music majors
across the Setnor School of Music. Throughout the year, Rolando has provided consistent help as
well as grading support for students. He possesses deep knowledge of the subject and has the
communication skills to convey these concepts clearly to students from both theoretical and practical
perspectives.

In the sample teaching video, Rolando teaches one of the two sections of Theory & Musicianship IV
on a unit covering compositional techniques from the early 20™ century. He is able to cover a great
deal of topics—polychords, dissonance/consonance, planing, quartal and quintal harmonies, song
analysis, as well as symmetrical scales (scales which divide the octave into equal parts)—within the 80
minutes. He also provides ample time for a warm-up activity at the start that reviews modes. His
teaching style is relaxed, empathetic, and clear. The structure and pacing of the class is beyond
reproach. The activities are varied and he continually engages the students throughout, never just
lecturing, but rather using the Socratic method and reaching every student present in the class.
Rolando also produces a singing activity that allows for engagement of multiple senses and faculties,
mixing in audio examples at appropriate points. Throughout, there are moments of humor and
improvisation, while rigor in the presentation and development of the subject material is maintained.

Please feel free to contact me should you need further information at akzhou@syr.edu.

Sincerely,

Andrew Zhou, D.M.A.

Assistant Teaching Professor, Music Theory and Composition
Setnor School of Music, School of Visual and Performing Arts,
Syracuse University.
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